Letter from the Editor

"The Power of One"
Learning from the mistakes of the past… was it not just less than a decade ago that the common opening statement to a business ethics-related discussion began "in the wake of Enron…?" After the passage of Sarbanes-Oxley in 2002, Congress attempted to rein in corporate greed and fiscal mismanagement through statutory reform. And now, at the time of this writing, an entire eco-system is being destroyed in the Gulf of Mexico and the far-reaching, catastrophic consequences of unbridled, big business greed and backroom governmental dealings are not yet fully known. Ostensibly, the new preface to same business ethics discussion will be "in the wake of British Petroleum… ."
The importance of principled leadership, even if exemplified by the acts of just one individual, is critical at a time when the fragile balance of the planet's resources is precariously threatened.
Using a rather ominous metaphor, this urgency of values-based decision-making is further emphasized by a series of events which occurred during World War II on St. Matthew Island, situate off the coast of Alaska in the Bering Sea. A Coast Guard radio station was constructed and defended on this island during the course of the war. The accounting continues: Now, without a supporting eco-system and proper balancing of resources and prudent, managerial oversight, all the reindeer have disappeared.
"The weather was awful, and keeping the base supplied with food was chancy. Someone decided to stock the island with an emergency supply of food by importing and releasing twenty-nine reindeer -a number a Fish
Unlike the global challenges faced daily, this saga starkly shows what can happen to a microcosm of the Earth with respect to the unmanaged depletion of renewable resources. We, on the other hand, are faced with the much more daunting task of protecting rapidly decreasing, non-renewable resources.
The authors of this issue all reflect the hope and determination of what the power of one can do. Now, it is time to listen…and to act as conscientious stewards of human, natural, and financial resources.
-Elizabeth Reiner Gingerich, J.D., Editor 
